Acute graft versus host disease following living donor liver transplantation: first Korean report.
Graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) after liver transplantation is an uncommon fatal complication and no effective preventive or therapeutic measure is available. We report the first case of fatal GVHD after liver transplantation in Korea. A 51-year-old male underwent living donor liver transplantation for hepatitis B virus (HBV)-related liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma. The donor was his 21-year-old son. The patient was discharged uneventfully. However, 56 days after transplantation, he was readmitted due to watery diarrhea, which was subsequently accom-panied by a skin rash and leukopenia. Diagnosis was made by skin biopsy and by donor DNA chimerism testing in recipient tissue. A one-way donor-recipient HLA match was identified by HLA typing for both donor and recipient. The patient was treated by increasing immunosuppression, but died of septic shock. A pretransplant HLA typing of both donor and recipient should be taken, and in cases of one-way donor-recipient HLA matching, liver transplantation should be avoided.